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A new book takes readers inside the lives of the thousands whose
backbreaking efforts put food on tables every day.

EVEN a5 Americans are nounshed

I I|!|l_' frunies el 'l.-:,':_[i'hll.ll!"\ they con-
aume daily, the lives of the migrant work-
ers that deliver this bounty to us remain
mostly invisibile, Too often, in the vacuum
ol this il_'|1||:|i.|lu [N rather than ;_'|1'.:rl11Il.[1
liar I|u '\er-I_'lilth ol these essential b
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recent cralting of anti-umamigrant legisla-
tion is but one example of this tendency.
It would seem that without an sdeguiate
understamding of who these laborers are.
we have Buled as a naton oo nghtly mea-
sure therr wortl,

Photopournalist, documentary Glimmak-
er and writer Rick Nalmas attempis to rem-

eddy this condition. Through las 5r||l ey bivok

amed matiomal art exhibution of the same name,
The Migrant Project: Contenporary Cali
fornia Farm Workers, (University of New
WMexico Press) Nahmins exammes laborer's
lives o that iEnportant agr oltural state. It
15 through the sweat of Califorma’s more
than 1 miallion Earm workers, half of whom
are undocumented, that halfof the nation’s

produce s brought w market.

IFlll DEINg 1S Iil'l"u rare |_'\.-|i|||]:l""|':' Inkcs [}”.
faces. hives and hearts of IErant wirkers,
Mahmuias traveled 4.000 miles througlon
Calilornia., 1:;~.|l:'l||'r[ nearly 50 rural com-
mimities before arrving at the selected 40
muagges that grace hus book and exhibinon.
The eloguence of Nahmias’s black and
white photographs are further enhanced
by accompanying texts. Together, they
begin to pamnt a picture of this sector of
the American experience whose story has
been relegated 1o the shadows.,

While we may have become Gamiliar

with the nnage of the mgrant worker toal-

g i the helds, Nahmnas’s lens seeks o
tell a mew storv. While the relation berween
workers and what they are picking remains
i focus, Nahmias extends his view beyvond
that subject. and indeed moves inward.
We see clialdren bathing, an elderly man

demonstrating, We enter slecping quarnters,

||{';|L o @ amErant bos, and scem to join
work crews as r|:1':\ loae flatheds. We find
ourselves drawn mto the world of these
photographs. even as we are humbled by
the challenges their subjects lace,

CHren Nahmias’s images infuse ap-

parently exterior farm scenes with the

almost mythie guality of charged inten

ors. Oueside becomes mside, We I'l'i.':._"lll ({1
see the subtle, even imbimate connections
berween the laborer and the land. These
are not merely people undertaking back-
breaking work: they are fathers, mothers,
sons: danghters, riends and acuvists, amd
they are people dreaming and yearning,
Finally, within the frame of Nabamias's
photos we begin o sense the enormous
physical and emotional cost of what we
may have come o take for granted.

The book aned art exhibir fegiure sev-
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1 |||:i1|:,l‘|||l,; fowsd to onr tables, Dolores
Huerta. the now legendary co-tounder
of the United Farm Workers union pro-
vides the foreword, In the preface, Nali-
mias—whe was working as a rescarcher
ancl writer lor political colummst Artanna
Hulfingion before embarking on this ar-
tistic projeci—iells how and why he took
an this photographic sulject. The conclu-
sion features writings by key farm worker
activisis as well as a pair of sinking oral
Imstores of migrant workers

What emerges 15 a porteit of hard-
working people who make an enormous
coutribution v the qualiny of hife m the
LL.5.. even as their dreams are 50 often
thwarted.

Thiose who |||:||'1,'||,|\1 this SLUTINE
and informative book can ke heargin the
fact thar half the earnings generated from
its sales will go o pon=-profic and chari-

table farm worker organizations. H

Sinece oofrewerng o 20008, The Mugrant Project
exfifiedrore s fonved thronghont e (08,
sfofefertig ol musewms, wmnivcrsilies ard
erltural centers. Thyongh e sumemer e
exhibisdor will be shown al the A Arbor
Listrect Librerry in Michigar and in the fell
ceon fe seen ad S Birsminghoem Crol Rights

Tsfetnte en Alabenia,



